12th Indian Orthopaedic Society UK Annual Conference

Priestfield Conference and Banqueting

Gillingham Football Club, Gillingham 2010.

          The12th Annual Indian Orthopaedic Society meeting was organised in Gillingham, Kent “The garden of England”. The meeting was organised on 19th June 2010 in Priestfield Conference and Banqueting at the Gillingham Football club. This highly popular and successful meeting was organised by a group of orthopaedic surgeons from the South East of England under the chairmanship of Mr Srinivas Samsani. The meeting was well attended by the delegates and their families and illuminated by the presence of invited faculty, professors from UK, USA and India and, also by the presence of honourable president of “Indian Orthopaedic Association” Dr Ashok Johari. 

Venue:

       Priestfield Conference and Banqueting at the Gillingham Football club was chosen by Mr Samsani and Mr Singh as a venue for both the scientific meeting and the evening grand gala dinner for its location, convenience, name and elegance. It had all the facilities to organise a major conference including a large conference hall with excellent audio-visual facilities, an additional space for medical exhibition and an elegant and spacious hall to host a dinner for 350 delegates.

Scientific Meeting:

       The scientific session of the conference was organised by scientific committee under the chairmanship of Mr Bijay Singh. The members of the scientific committee included Mr Ravikumar Kasetti, Mr Om Lahoti, Mr Amit Tolat, Mr Senthilkumar Velayudham, Mr Dey, Mr Shariff, Mr Srinivas Gadikappula and Mr Krishnakanth Vemulapalli. The scientific committee has done an excellent job and received about 150 papers for selection. The scientific committee used a uniform, anonymous and consistent scoring system to select the best possible papers for podium and poster presentations. The meeting was well attended and more than 125 delegates from UK and India participated.
For the first time, the papers in the scientific session were grouped and presented on the basis of sub-specialities in Orthopaedics. There were 25 podium and 25 poster presentations in the free session category from trainees and fellows from UK and India.

There were four fantastic guest lectures, interspersed between the free scientific sessions, given by the invited faculty. Dr Atul Joshi MD from Texas, USA gave a lecture on “Joint Ranch”. Professor Andre Amis from Imperial college of London enlightened the audience with a talk on “Biomechanics of Patello-Femoral Joint”. Dr Ashok Johari, honourable president of Indian Orthopaedic Association mesmerised the members of the meeting with talk on “Sequelae of Childhood Septic Arthritis Hip”. Mr. James Scott, Editor of the British Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery gave tips on ‘How to assess a scientific paper & get it published. Finally Mr Dishan Singh from Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore has delivered a highly entertaining talk on the “management of Severe Hind Foot Deformity”.  

In addition, the scientific meeting was also attended by Mr John Shepperd, programme director of South Thames Orthopaedic rotation, Professor Joe Dias, president elect of British Orthopaedic Association, from the university of Leicester, and Professor Sean Hughes a honorary Consultant spinal surgeon from Medway NHS Foundation Trust. There was also presentation by the representative of BAPIO/MDS and a debate on “Training Opportunities for British Trainees in India” by the participating members from IOSUK, BOA, IOA and BOTA. There was also a travelling report from the IOS-UK Indo-British travelling fellows at the end of the meeting.

The podium presentations were assessed by Mr John Shepperd and Professor Sean Hughes and the poster presentations by Professor Joe Dias and Mr Keith Borowski for selection of the best podium and poster presentations respectively. 
The AGM followed the scientific meeting, attended by office bearers, life members and other attendees. 

Scientific and Trade Exhibition:

The scientific and Trade exhibition has taken place at the venue. More than 20 medical and orthopaedic implant companies have generously supported the meeting and without their support this meeting wouldn’t have been possible. Whilst “Depuy” company has continued their strong support to the meeting with a Gold sponsorship, other companies such as Arthrex, Biomet, Caparo Medical and Implant International have supported the meeting with Silver sponsorship and the Bronze sponsorship was taken by Zimmer.

Dinner:

The dinner was organised in the Great hall of Priestfield centre. Around 350 people including delegates, their families and invited guests from Medway Hospital attended the dinner. The dinner arrangements and the logistics were kindly organised by Mr Abhijit Dey and Mr Sajid Shariff. The dinner was preceded by a glass of champagne, kindly sponsored by local Spire Alexandra Hospital. The dinner was a sit-down style five course mouth watering Indian dinner, catered by a popular caterer from London. 

Ravi Koka has kindly organised the evening entertainment with a well known DJ and singers from Birmingham, and a Bollywood dance group (Angel dances) from London. The atmosphere was electrifying with Bollywood songs and dances combined with participation from delegates and their families. The highlight of the evening was the “Dinner Talk” given by Lord Swaraj Paul who enlightened the audience with his talk on the “success of and the positive contribution by British Asians in UK”.

Social Programme: 

The spouse programme was organised by Shikha Singh & Verolyne Tolat and helped by Mamatha Samsani, Savitha Kasetti, Ambreen Shariff and Varsha Dey. The event was well attended by delegate families from all over the UK. Whilst delegates were busy in the scientific meeting on 19th June, their wives and children visited the Dicken’s World, a popular local family attraction in Medway. After the visit to Dicken’s world, families spent some time in the local shopping complex located in the historic Chatham dockyard before returning to their hotels. On the following day, delegates and their families with members of the organising committee spent time together in the historic “Leeds Castle” near Maidstone until noon. A packed lunch was provided to the delegates before departing to their homes. 
The organisation of IOSUK 2010 meeting would not have been possible without generous support from the organising committee of IOSUK, especially Mr Kavarthapu Venu honorary secretary of IOSUK and Mr Murty, President of IOSUK and organising committee of IOSUK 2010 are extremely grateful to them for their support.   

Last but not the least, such a meeting is never complete without adequate secretarial support. We would like to thank Lauren Crockford & her team for the wonderful support provided before and through out the conference day. 

Mr Srinivas Samsani

Chairman, Organising Committee

IOSUK 2010 Meeting, Gillingham
