9th Annual IOS Meeting, Birmingham, 2007

 The Annual IOS meeting this year was organised in Birmingham by Mr Geeranavar and his team. It was held on 30th June & 1st July in Holiday Inn Hotel in Birmingham. There were 80 delegates from all over the country. Total number of participants was 200 including the family members. There were two guest speakers from India, Dr. Shishir Rastogi, Head of Orthopaedic Oncology, AIIMS, Delhi and DR Rajesh Maniar, Consultant Arthroplasty Surgeon from Leelavati Hospital, Mumbai.  Unfortunately, Dr. Raza, President of the Indian Orthopaedic Association could not make it at the last minute, due to unavoidable circumstances. Mr John Getty, President of the British Orthopaedic Association and Mr Richard Villar, Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon and a pioneering Hip Surgeon were the other guest speakers. 

The meeting started with a get together & registration at 10 am on 30th, Saturday. The scientific programme started at 11 am. Mr. Subodh Deshmukh & Mr. Shri Kant Kulkarni worked very hard to maintain the high standard of the papers. It was an excellent mix of topics, many presented by the junior members. All the guests also presented their works & views. Mr. Getty also took questions from the audience about the working of BOA & PMETB. The best paper award went to “Tibiotalocalcaneal fusion with IM Nail – presented by RH Mahajan, R Dalal, P Geddam”  An Indian Buffet Lunch was organised at 2 pm in a hall next to the venue. The scientific session finished at 5 pm. All in all in was a very informative & well-organised session. 

The IOS (UK) Travel fellowship reports followed, presented by Miss Fox and Mr Chan.

The AGM of Indian Orthopaedic Society (UK) followed the scientific session, attended by all the office-bearers, life-members and the participants.   
There was a scientific/trade exhibition from many well-known companies at the conference venue. As always, these companies were very generous in supporting the meeting with DePuy being the main sponsor.

The social part of the meeting was organised, handled and executed by Ragini Reddy ( O&G Consultant in Walsall), ably supported by Mrs Aditi Kulkarni and Mrs Pushpa Geeranavar. It started with a morning visit to the famous Balaji temple in birmingham. The buses returned in time for the lunch. The families of the delegates spent a relaxing time after lunch, before the start of the evening function.

All the participants & families were collected at 7 pm. from the hotel & taken to the venue of the evening social programme at the Second City Suite masterminded by Ragini & Raj Reddy. The evening started with a glass of champagne. All sat with family & friends, but were also able to mingle & interact with all the others. Ragini arranged a well-known DJ as well as a Bollywood dance troupe from London. While the DJ kept everybody engaged with his catchy tunes, the Bollywood dancers entertained with their dances based on famous Bollywood songs. Tasty starters were followed by a delicious sit-down Indian dinner. At the end, there was an open session for the participants to take the floor. It was also hugely enjoyed by the children. Ragini & Raj have been arranging this type of meets for quite some time, and have perfected the art of keeping the kids busy & happy. There were a few prizes also. The evening finished at about midnight. Buses took all back to their hotels.

The month of June this year was unexpectedly very wet. The whole week was no exeption, and actually stopped some people from travelling to Birmingham. The constant drizzle throughout Saturday did not dampen the spirit of the participants. However, it did force us to change the programme on Sunday. The scheduled canal boat-cruise & lunch for all the participants had to be cancelled for reasons of safety due to the dangerous overflowing conditions in the canals.

The alternative arrangement then kicked in, and the Sunday morning started with a bus ride at 10 am from the hotel to the “Star City”, Birmingham's local theatre complex. People were free to choose any movie running at that time. We think, most the people chose to watch “Jhoom Barabar Jhoom”. Of course, kids had their own movies to choose from. The buses then transported everyone to the famous Indian joint in Birmingham “Jimmys Spice”, with a full spread of South & North Indian, Chinese & Italian preparations. Mr. Geeranavar went out of his way to arrange hot South Indian dishes. It went off well with the kids, too. 

Overall, just like previous years, this year also it was a hugely successful meeting, both for the medical fraternity as well as the spouses & the kids. Mr Geeranavar tried very hard to make everybody comfortable and we hope that we did manage to put up a very successful show, well supported by the entire team, especially by Ragini & Raj Reddy. 
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